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    Recently, Paducah Water treatment 
plant staff found 2 plaques in storage. 
They were in excellent condition and 
deserved to be displayed alongside the 
plaque that commemorates the 1984 
opening of our relocated treatment plant. 
So, employees went 
to work making room 
on the brick wall at the 
plant entrance to display 
these date stones. Why 
cut holes in the existing 
masonry to install such 
artifacts? The answer 
is simple…our history is 
important! Reflecting on 
the past inspires ideas for 
the future. 
    In 1885, Works of Paducah Water Supply 
Company was built by a group of east coast 
investors. The water treatment facility stood 
on the grounds that currently house the 
Luther F. Carson Four Rivers Center, along 
the banks of the Ohio River, pre-floodwall, 
of course. After changing ownership 
several times, the company was eventually 
purchased by Muscoe Burnett. As pioneers in 
the water industry, Burnett and his associates 
brought further innovations. Paducah Water 
Company (shortened name) was one of the 
first water treatment facilities in the country 
to operate, what was at the time, a state-
of-the-art sand filter. A 1913 community 
flyer described Paducah Water Company 
as having “Liberal pressure and constant 
supply. 40 miles of water main. 100 pounds 
of pressure.” It is certainly safe to say Mr. 

Burnett accomplished plenty during his 
40-year tenure!
    In 1930, the City of Paducah purchased 
Paducah Water Company and turned the 
private enterprise into a municipal entity, 
renaming it Paducah Water Works. Over 

the next several decades, 
PWW continued to innovate 
and expand. There were 
mergers with smaller 
surrounding water districts, 
countless water main 
extensions, and construction 
of water storage facilities. In 
1984, a new water plant was 
placed in service and the 
original one was abandoned, 
as it was no longer able to 

meet the needs of the expanding service 
area. 
    Now known to the community as 
Paducah Water, we continue to prepare 
for the future. PW distribution and 
engineering staff work diligently to 
replace and repair aging infrastructure, 
while adding new water mains as 
the system grows. Treatment plant 
employees seek innovative techniques 
to deliver the best, safest, most reliable 
treatment options in the industry. The 
PW family is here to meet the needs 
of your family, by providing the most 
valuable resource on earth…clean 
drinking water. Innovation throughout 
our history and into the future; that’s 
why Paducah Water is the Clear, Clean 
Choice!
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POP QUIZ: 
How Many Gallons?
Guess how many gallons of 
water are used (approxi-
mately) during each activity 
below. 

1) Taking a shower.
 A) 10
 B) 15-20
 C) 180 

2) Flushing the toilet. 
 A) 12.3-14.0 
 B) 1.2-7.0  
 C) 20-21

3) Washing clothes. 
 A) 175-180  
 B) 60-65  
 C) 14-45 

4) Brushing your teeth.
 A) 1   
 B) 5   
 C) 19 

Answers on the following page!
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RENNIE TERRY, Customer Service Representative, 
recently bid us a fond farewell upon retiring after 
nearly 20 years of service with Paducah Water. 
Rennie came to PW from the former Reidland 
Water-Sewer District when the two companies 
merged in 1999. Now that she has retired, Rennie 
looks forward to relaxing and spending time with 
her family. We sincerely wish her all the best in 
this new and exciting chapter of her life!

H A P P Y  R E T I R E M E N T !

How Many Gallons – Answers (from previous page)

1. B, 15-20 gallons
Showers are the third largest use of water in the home, averaging just over 17 gallons each time at 
around 8 minutes per user.

2.B, 1.2 – 7.0 gallons 
Toilets use more water than any other water source in the home, creating about 1/3 of a household’s 
total water consumption. Toilets manufactured before 1980 can use 7 or more gallons per flush. Those 
produced from 1980 to 1994 are more efficient, averaging 3-5 gallons per flush. And from 1994 on, 
efficiency further improved, with flush consumption averaging less than 2 gallons. 

3.C, 14-45 gallons
For a family of four, washing clothes accounts for 15% to 40% of overall household water 
consumption. Older washing machines use 40-45 gallons of water per load, while newer models use 14-
25 gallons per load. The average family completes about 400 loads of laundry each year.

4.A, 1 gallon 
15-18% of water used in the home comes directly from the faucet (i.e. bathroom or kitchen sink), which is 
roughly 6-8 gallons per day. 
Source: https://www.home-water-works.org

Blue Meters Lids
By now you have seen blue 
meter lids covering water 
meters throughout our service 
area. These lids are durable 
and easy to lock in place, the 
two qualities that matter most 
when it comes to protecting the 
public and the meter. 

We would like to remind 
our customers to keep the 
area around the meter box 
unobstructed. Please remember, 
it is illegal to tamper with the 
meter lid, water meter and its 
components. Also, if you notice 
a water meter lid is missing, is 
not securely bolted or has been 
damaged, please contact our 
office. Thank you! 
 

KIMBERLEE 
   WILLIS 
Please join us in 
welcoming 
Kimberlee Willis 
to the PW team 
as a Customer 
Service Representative! Rennie Terry, seated far right, and her family.

After discovering the amount of water required for 
various activities, imagine a single day without this life-
sustaining substance! Nearly everything we use in our 
daily lives requires water in the manufacturing process. On 
October 23, 2019, take a moment to consider what your 
day would be like if you could not turn on the tap and get 
clean drinking water. For more information, visit http://
imagineadaywithoutwater.org/
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