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PW’s Annual Water Quality 
Report for 2019 is now 
available on our website. To 
view the report, please type 
http://www.pwwky.com/CCR 
into your web browser. 
You can also go directly to 
the Paducah Water website at 
www.pwwky.com and click on 
the icon that says “2019 Water 
Quality Report.” We only mail 
the report to a few homes in our 
service area. So, if you would 
like a paper copy, please call us 
at 270-442-2746, or stop by our 
business office at 1800 North 
8th Street. 

*Este informe contiene 
información muy importante 
sobre el agua que usted bebe. 
Tradúzcalo o hable con alguien 
que lo entienda bien.
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    Water is never sitting still. Thanks 
to the water cycle, our planet's water 
supply is constantly moving and 
changing. As water professionals, it is our 
business at PW to understand water, its 
forms and how it supports life. 
    Did you know water covers about 71 
percent of the Earth's surface? Water 
takes on many identities through its 
solid, liquid and gas states. It exists in the 
forms of atmospheric vapor, rivers, lakes, 
icecaps, glaciers and soil moisture. And, 
we carry lots of water around in our 
bodies. The human body is comprised of 
about 60% water!
    There is no way to determine how 
the water cycle begins or ends. So, for 
the sake of example, we can start with 
the oceans, since that is where most of 
Earth's water exists. 
    Here are the water cycle basics: Heat 
from the sun warms water in the oceans, 
causing evaporation (water turns to gas, 
or vapor). Air currents take the vapor 
up into the atmosphere. As the vapor 

rises into the air, cooler temperatures 
cause it to become liquid again in the 
form of clouds, a process known as 
condensation. Air currents move clouds 
through the atmosphere causing water 
droplets within them to collide and grow. 
When clouds become saturated, they 
produce precipitation (rain, freezing 
rain, sleet, snow, hail). Precipitation falls 
into bodies of water and onto land. And, 
the cycle continues. 
    You may think the water in each 
glass you drink is brand new, but that 
is not the case. Because of the intricate 
workings of the water cycle, drops of 
water in the containers you fill are likely 
thousands of years old! The water on 
land, underground and surrounding 
Earth has been here since the beginning. 
Think about that the next time you turn 
on the tap!

The water cycle is much more complex than the 
explanation provided here. To learn more, go to https://
www.usgs.gov/special-topic/water-science-school/
science/water-cycle?qt-science_center_objects.
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FERTILIZE IT
The type of grass you have will determine 
the best time of year to fertilize your lawn. 
Cool-season grasses in our area (bluegrass, 
fescues) respond best to fall fertilization. 
Warm-season grasses (bermuda, zoysia) 
should be fertilized in late spring into early 
summer. Avoid fertilizing during very hot 
weather, as many grasses are dormant. 
Have your soil tested to determine the type 
of fertilizer your lawn needs. For soil testing 
and other lawn care information, contact 
your local county extension office. 

WATER IT
Your lawn needs at least an inch of water 
each week, the source of which can be rain, 
an installed irrigation system or manual 
irrigation with a water hose. The best time 
to water your lawn is in the early morning 

hours to allow the soil to absorb all the 
water before the day’s heat dries it up. 

MOW IT
Mowing the lawn does not necessarily 
mean the grass should be short. Taller grass 
absorbs more sunlight, which increases 
nutrient production to the roots and 
surrounding soil. It also gives shade to soil, 
allowing it to hold moisture. So, raise those 
mower blades!

SIDE NOTE: If your mower does not collect 
grass clippings, don’t fret! Redistributing 
clippings across your lawn provides shade, 
increases soil moisture and acts as a 
fertilizer. 
Sources: http://www.lawncare.org/summer-
lawn-care-tips/; http://www2.ca.uky.edu/
agcomm/pubs/AGR/AGR212/AGR212.pdf

• Ride a bicycle that is 
the proper size for you. 
Makes sure it is well-
maintained. 

• Wear a helmet. Also wear 
clothing that makes you 
more visible to others.

• Ride one person per seat. 

• Keep both hands on 
the handlebars, unless 
signaling a turn.

• Carry all items in a 
backpack or securely 
strap them to the back of 
the bike.

• Tie and tuck shoe laces to 
keep them from getting 
caught in the bike chain 
or wheel spokes. Tuck 
loose pant legs as well.

• Obey traffic laws and ride 
with the flow of traffic. 

• Choose routes with less 
traffic and slower speeds. 
Use a bike lane or bike 
path if possible.

For more bicycle safety information, got to 
https://www.nhtsa.gov/road-safety/bicycle-
safety

L O V E  Y O U R  L AW NBicycle Safety

QUIZ: How is Earth's freshwater spread around the globe?
1.    Approximately___ percent of freshwater 
 is frozen in ice caps.
2.   Less than ___ percent of the world's 
 freshwater is readily accessible.
3.   About 71 percent of Earth is covered in 
 water, but about ___ percent of that is 
 salty ocean water and not suitable for 
 drinking.
Source: https://www.livescience.com/29673-
how-much-water-on-earth.html

Answers:  1. 70; 2. 1; 3. 97


